Research ethics and fieldwork in an authoritarian context, HOS007F

PhD course 3 credits, elective in the PhD in East and South-East Asian Studies, included in the
Graduate School in Asian Studies, also open to other PhD students.

The course expects students to already be familiar with the ethical and legal framework in the
Swedish and European context. It focuses on the special ethical issues that can emerge when
doing research in or on authoritarian societies. The course addresses the different ethical
issues that different methods, topics and countries can give rise to. The course focuses both on
digital methods and fieldwork. It for example deals with issues related to surveillance and
security of researchers, research collaborators and informants. It furthermore includes how
one evaluates risk in a changing environment and how one navigates so-called red lines. The
course also discusses how one deals with the psychological pressure that one can experience
when studying difficult topics and in difficult situations. Furthermore, the course discusses
how one balances risk and academic transparency when it comes to the sharing of research
data and disseminating of results.

Obligatory literature 214 pages, plus ca 150 pages of relevant selected readings depending on
the student’s own research area and/or country focus.
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